AND SMALL HORSES

It is the Emperor's intention that the Scouts' horses
should be kept out in all weathers, and should graze on open
ground, and be given no oats. It is an experiment worth
trying, and one that offers no difficulties in France during
8 or 9 months of the year; but for 3 or 4 months it will have
to be modified in most parts of France, owing to the hard
frosts, and snow-fall: and it will be indispensable, in my
opinion, to have, on the pastures, sheds closed on 2 or 3
sides, and to keep the horses there on dry fodder whilst
the hard frost or snow lasts.

The only place I know in France which is an exception to
this is the lie de la Camargue: there the sheep and horses
pass the whole winter in the open without shelter.

The Emperor's plan would be to have a fixed depot for
each of these corps, where, in course of time, enough land
could be bought to provide grazing.

The He de la Camargue would be one of these 4 depots.

Every 6 or 8 years the corps would exchange depots.

Whilst en route, the horses would be put in stables or
bams.

His Imperial Majesty has been led to makethese proposals
by the considerations stated above, and also by what he saw
in the armies of Italy and Egypt. The iznd regiment of
chasseurs joined the Italian army with 200 horses from
la Camargue, purchased for 150 francs each; they only stood
4 ft. 2 ins., and they were shod only on their fore feet. Owing
to their training they came through all the hardships of the
mountain campaign in Italy. They have since been tried in
Egypt, and have shown more powers of resistance than
other horses.

[CoRRESP., xii, 10473. The He de la Camargue is part of the delta of
the Rhone.]
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